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YORKSHIRE LOCAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATIONS
TRAINING SEMINARS IN 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
AND NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

YLCA is running two types of planning seminars in March and April 2017.  One will focus on helping councils to understand their role in the planning system and guide them in making effective responses to planning applications.  The second will focus on the production of a Neighbourhood Plan from the inception stage through to examination and formal adoption.
Full details and how to book are below
The sessions are being led by Andrew Towlerton who has worked in various senior roles in planning policy for North East Derbyshire District Council and Rotherham MBC. A qualified planner, he is a former employee of YLCA and also the part-time planning adviser for the Society of Local Council Clerks.  He is also a clerk to a parish council in the Rotherham area so is familiar with the policies and procedures of local councils.  

At the Neighbourhood Planning seminar, Andrew will be assisted by Councillor Peter Allison, a member of Wilsden Parish Council in West Yorkshire.  Peter is one of the Government’s Neighbourhood Planning Champions who are people that have been identified as at the forefront of neighbourhood planning, with first-hand experience of the neighbourhood plan development process. The role of Champions is to promote neighbourhood plans, offer advice and support to groups who are on the neighbourhood planning journey and encourage and inspire new groups to shape development in their areas through the production of neighbourhood development plans.
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Understanding the Planning System and making effective observations on planning applications





These sessions aim to help councils understand their role in and get the most from the planning system. There will be a particular focus on the role and responsibilities of local councils in the planning system; local plan making, the National Planning Policy Framework introduced in 2012 and guidance on how to respond effectively to planning applications, including best practice.





The session will examine:


UK planning legislation and policy;


The role of local councils in the planning system;


Local Development Plans;


The National Planning Policy Framework;


Development Management;


Enforcement, appeals and special planning rules and policies;


Material Considerations – the need for them and their use;


Incentivising new development;


Pre-application discussions;


How local councils make planning decisions;


Neighbourhood Plans (in brief, see 29 April for full session);


How local councils can make the most effective contribution to the application process.





Venues and dates:


Mercure York Fairfield Manor Hotel, Shipton Road, York, YO30 1XW – Saturday, 11 March.  (Maximum 30 delegates).


Talbot Hotel, Malton, Yorkshiregate, Malton, YO17 7AJ – Wednesday, 15 March.  (Maximum 18 delegates).


Cedar Court Hotel, Denby Dale Road, Calder Grove, Wakefield, WF4 3QZ – Saturday, 25 March (just off Junction 39 of the M1).  (Maximum 30 delegates).


The Holiday Inn, High Road, Warmsworth, Doncaster, DN4 9UX – Saturday, 1 April.  (Maximum 30 delegates).


The Craiglands Hotel, Cowpasture Road, Ilkley, LS29 8RQ – Thursday 6 April.  (Maximum 30 delegates).


Middleham Key Centre, Park Lane, Middleham, Leyburn, DL8 4RA – Thursday, 20 April.  (Maximum 30 delegates).





Please complete the separate booking form.


Each seminar will run from 10.00am to 4.00pm with refreshments throughout the day and lunch.


The cost per person is £115.00.  To encourage smaller councils (with a gross income below £5,000), YLCA offers a bursary that reduces the cost by 25% to £86.25 per delegate








Thinking of undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan, in the process of doing this or just want to know more about what this entails?


This session will address the production of a Neighbourhood Plan from inception to formal adoption and approval.


The session will examine:


UK Planning legislation and current Neighbourhood Planning policy;


What is a Neighbourhood Plan?


Will Neighbourhood Plans make a difference?


Work involved in the production of a Plan;


How the local council is involved;


The role and responsibilities of the Plan Steering group;


Help and support available, particularly funding support.





Venue and date:


The Principal York (formerly the Royal York Hotel), Station Road, York, YO24 1AA – Saturday, 29 April.  (Maximum 30 delegates).





If delegates wish to park at the hotel, you must provide a vehicle registration number on the booking form as this needs to be paid for (by YLCA) and it will also guarantee a parking space.  The hotel is very busy and the car park fills up very quickly.


An alternative (and perhaps preferable), is use of the York Park and Ride service.  The following services drop-off at York Station which is immediately adjacent to The Principal Hotel - Askham Bar number 3, Rawcliffe Bar number 2, Designer Outlet number 7 and Poppleton Bar number 59. Using the train is also an option – the railway station is immediately adjacent to the hotel.


This seminar will run from 10.00am to 2.30pm with refreshments throughout the day and lunch.


The cost per person is £76.00.  To encourage smaller councils (with a gross income below £5,000), YLCA offers a bursary that reduces the cost by 25% to £57.00 per delegate











