Hampsthwaite Parish Council
Commentary on the National Planning Policy Framework

Ministerial foreword by Rt Hon Greg Clark MP Minister for Planning

Quotes:

1. "Sustainable means ensuring that better lives for ourselves don’t mean worse lives for future generations."

2. "Our natural environment is essential to our wellbeing, and it can be better looked after than it has been. Habitats that have been degraded can be restored . . . Green Belt land that has been depleted of diversity can be refilled by nature – and opened to people to experience it, to the benefit of body and soul . . . Our historic environment – buildings, landscapes, towns and villages – can better be cherished if their spirit of place thrives, rather than withers"

3. "This should be a collective enterprise. Yet, in recent years, planning has tended to exclude, rather than to include, people and communities. In part, this has been a result of targets being imposed, and decisions taken, by bodies remote from them . . . Dismantling the unaccountable regional apparatus and introducing neighbourhood planning addresses this"

4. "In part, people have been put off from getting involved because planning policy itself has become so elaborate and forbidding – the preserve of specialists, rather than people in communities."

Commentary:

1. Hampsthwaite residents are insistent that we remain a village discrete from any creeping urbanisation from nearby Harrogate. It is noted that the DPD proposals for development North of Skipton Road (H3021(1)) and Pennypot Lane (H3(1)), in addition to this proposal for development South of Brookfield (RL3036(1)), is  likely to result in more housing between Hampsthwaite and Harrogate and will threaten Hampsthwaite’s continued existence as a village community.
2. The Tay Homes Appeal Judgement to develop 65 dwellings on this same site stated “"I have reached the conclusion that there is no clear evidence of an existing Council commitment to this proposal, the relevant planning policies militate against the kind of development proposed, and that the proposal would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the area and general environment of Hampsthwaite" and in response to an application by Victor Homes to build just 29 homes on this site in 1990, HBC stated "In conclusion, I do not consider the scheme even on a reduced scale [29 detached dwellings] overcomes the inspectors conclusions and recommendations [given in 1984]" and as evidence to the subsequent Appeal stated "Neither of the proposals under appeal overcomes the fundamental objections raised by the Council to the development of land between the Brookfield estate and Rowden Lane, these objections were considered in detail at the Inquiry into the 1984 appeal and endorsed by the Inspector in his decision letter".
3. On 20th Oct 2010 at a Public Meeting, residents made their opposition to the HBC scheme very clear with no votes for the proposal as it stands and an overwhelming majority voting in favour of no further development at all and in Hampsthwaite's Village Plan of 2006, some 75% of respondents wanted no further building development:

· a 56-question survey was distributed to 441 households in the village during

· May 2006 and 258 questionnaires were returned. This was a 59% response rate, demonstrating a high level of interest in the survey – see www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/ParishPlan/planindex.html.
This overwhelming opposition was repeated in November 2011 when a survey was instigated by the Hampsthwaite Parish Council to provide an evidence-base of residents’ opinions following a meeting held in the village Memorial Hall during October 2011. It was clear from the responses that the vast majority of residents are opposed to any further housing development in the village and, of those willing to accept a compromise position, a maximum of 20 new homes was indicated by most respondents – see http://www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/get.html?_Action=GetFile&_Key=Data5811&_Id=582&_Wizard=0&_DontCache=1370588692&TinyMCE=1
4. The Public Consultation Response Form is generally considered to be too rigid and phrased in legalistic terms, thus rendering it too confusing for most residents to be able to complete accurately
Introduction 

Quotes:
“1. National Planning Policy Framework  . . . . provides a framework within which local people and their accountable councils can produce their own distinctive local and neighbourhood plans, which reflect the needs and priorities of their communities.”
Commentary:
· Following 30 years of opposition, previously supported by HBC(!), to building on this particular site, the overwhelming view of the vast majority if residents continues to oppose any large development  - see the results of our latest Housing Survey at http://www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/get.html?_Action=GetFile&_Key=Data5811&_Id=582&_Wizard=0&_DontCache=1370588692&TinyMCE=1
Achieving sustainable development

Quote:
"Resolution 42/187 of the United Nations General Assembly defined sustainable development as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."

Commentary:
· This proposal has been rejected on two previous occasions. In 1984, the Appeal Judgement stated: ”. . .the proposal would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the area and to the general environment of Hampsthwaite”

· This view was revisited by HBC’s own evidence to the 1990 Appeal by Victor Homes to build 29 homes on this same site which states: “The Appeal sites are part of the countryside which surrounds Hampsthwaite and which is an important element in the character of the village. By distancing the built-up area of the village from the countryside, the development of the appeal sites will cause harm to the character of the village and its landscape setting.” 
· since the early 1980's, Hampsthwaite has absorbed the very considerable developments of the Brookfield Crescent estate and, most recently, the St Thomas a'Becket estate, Dawson Court and Cruet Fold. Additional large-scale proposals such as this seriously undermine the identity of the village – i.e. when is a village not a village?

· The name "Thwaite" comes from the Old Scandinavian word thveit, meaning 'clearing, meadow or paddock'. The proposal to build on the rising landscape to the south of the village will adversely change the skyline, increase light pollution and harm the identity of Hampsthwaite not only physically, but literally.
Quote:
"7. a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities . . . with accessible local services. . "

Commentary:
· The current landowner has made repeated attempts to build over the original farm gate access to this site thus precluding any direct access for wheelchair and pushchair users to the village centre and its services. The existing footpath running along the top of the site is not direct and is impassable other than by foot. 
Quote:
"7. an environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment"

Commentary:
· HBC’s own evidence to the 1990 Appeal by Victor Homes to build 29 homes on this same site which states: “The Appeal sites are part of the countryside which surrounds Hampsthwaite and which is an important element in the character of the village. By distancing the built-up area of the village from the countryside, the development of the appeal sites will cause harm to the character of the village and its landscape setting.”
Quote:
10. "Plans and decisions need to take local circumstances into account"

Commentary:
· In Hampsthwaite's Village Plan of 2006, some 75% of respondents wanted no further building development: a 56-question survey was distributed to 441 households in the village during May 2006 and 258 questionnaires were returned. This was a 59% response rate, demonstrating a high level of interest in the survey – see www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/ParishPlan/planindex.html 
· It is clear from the views expressed at local public meetings in October 2011 and responses to our own subsequent Housing Survey in November 2011other than perhaps a maximum of 20 new homes in small scale scattered developments as has been the case up until now.
Core planning principles

Quote:
“17 planning should: be genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape their surroundings"

Commentary:
· Local people have made clear their views on how to shape their surrounding for the past 30 years - most recently in the Parish Council Response to the LDF proposals in 2010 (see http://www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/get.html?_Action=GetFile&_Key=Data5795&_Id=582&_Wizard=0&_DontCache=1370437070&TinyMCE=1 ) and their own Housing Survey in November 2011 (see http://www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/get.html?_Action=GetFile&_Key=Data5811&_Id=582&_Wizard=0&_DontCache=1370588692&TinyMCE=1 )
Quotes:
“17 planning should: take account of the different roles and character of different areas, promoting the  vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around them, recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting thriving rural communities within it"

"Allocations of land for development should prefer land of lesser environmental value"

Commentary:

· Hampsthwaite residents are insistent that we remain a village discrete from any creeping urbanisation from nearby Harrogate. It is noted that the DPD proposals for development North of Skipton Road (H3021(1)) and Pennypot Lane (H3(1)), in addition to this proposal for development South of Brookfield (RL3036(1)), is  likely to result in more housing between Hampsthwaite and Harrogate and will threaten Hampsthwaite’s continued existence as a village community.

· HBC’s own evidence to the 1990 Appeal by Victor Homes to build 29 homes on this same site which states: “The Appeal sites are part of the countryside which surrounds Hampsthwaite and which is an important element in the character of the village. By distancing the built-up area of the village from the countryside, the development of the appeal sites will cause harm to the character of the village and its landscape setting.”
Quote:
“17 planning should: actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport, walking and cycling,"
Commentary:

· The current landowner has made repeated attempts to build over the original farm gate access to this site thus precluding any direct access for wheelchair and pushchair users to the village centre and its services. The existing footpath running along the top of the site is not direct and is impassable other than by foot. 

4. Promoting sustainable transport

Quotes:
“32. safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all people"

“35. give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements". . . "create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and cyclists or pedestrians". . . "consider the needs of people with disabilities by all modes of transport"

Commentary:
· this is one of the least accessible of all the sites considered in that all traffic to this site would have to be funnelled through an existing bad junction between Brookfield and Hollins Lane.

· All traffic (est. 100 extra cars per day each way) would need to access the site by driving through what are effectively residential play streets thus endangering children.

· The current landowner has made repeated attempts to build over the original farm gate access to this site thus precluding any direct access for wheelchair and pushchair users to the village centre and its services. The existing footpath running along the top of the site is not direct and is impassable other than by foot. 

6. Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes

Quotes:

"for market and affordable housing, illustrate the expected rate of housing delivery through a housing trajectory for the plan period and set out a housing implementation strategy for the full range of housing describing how they will maintain delivery of a five-year supply of housing land to meet their housing target"

Commentary:

· Affordable homes have been provided on the St Thomas a’Becket development and most recently, 11 affordable homes were built at Cruet Fold
· a Housing Needs Survey, conducted by the Rural Housing Trust in March 2006, recommended a local needs housing scheme of 10 to 12 two and three bedroom dwellings. The recently built affordable homes at Cruet Fold have already met this need.

· HBC’s own projections for the 9 villages in Lower Nidderdale (see Homes for Local People SPD at http://www.harrogate.gov.uk/plan/Pages/HLP-SPD.aspx ), of which Hampsthwaite is just one, predicted in 2011, a future annual need of just 19 homes between them. With Cruet Fold alone, we have already met our fair share of Affordable Homes for the next five years

8. Promoting healthy communities

Quotes:

“69. safe and accessible developments, containing clear and legible pedestrian routes,"

“75 Planning policies should protect and enhance public rights of way and access.

“Local authorities should seek opportunities to provide better facilities for users, for example by adding links to existing rights of way networks including National Trails."

Commentary:
· The current landowner has made repeated attempts to build over the original farm gate access to this site thus precluding any direct access for wheelchair and pushchair users to the village centre and its services.
· The existing footpath is completely unsuitable for wheelchair and push chair users and provides no direct access to the village centre
9. Protecting Green Belt land

Quotes:

“79. The Government attaches great importance to Green Belts. The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are their openness and their permanence."

80. Green Belt serves five purposes

"to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment"

84. "When drawing up or reviewing Green Belt boundaries local planning authorities should take account of the need to promote sustainable patterns of development. They should consider the consequences for sustainable development of channelling development towards urban areas inside the Green Belt boundary, towards towns and villages inset within the Green Belt or towards locations beyond the outer Green Belt boundary."

Commentary:
· Hampsthwaite residents are insistent that we remain a village discrete from any creeping urbanisation from nearby Harrogate. It is noted that the DPD proposals for development North of Skipton Road (H3021(1)) and Pennypot Lane (H3(1)), in addition to this proposal for development South of Brookfield (RL3036(1)), is  likely to result in more housing between Hampsthwaite and Harrogate and will threaten Hampsthwaite’s continued existence as a village community.

· HBC’s own evidence to the 1990 Appeal by Victor Homes to build 29 homes on this same site which states: “The Appeal sites are part of the countryside which surrounds Hampsthwaite and which is an important element in the character of the village. By distancing the built-up area of the village from the countryside, the development of the appeal sites will cause harm to the character of the village and its landscape setting.”
10. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change 

Quote:

“103. When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should ensure flood risk is not increased elsewhere"

Commentary:
· the clue is in the name “Brookfield”! Even at times of only moderate rain, surface water drainage in from Hollins Lane and Brookfield is already overwhelmed. Brookfield itself has been inundated with water flooding off the fields behind.
· Drainage systems down Hollins Lane and leading into Hollins Close have not been able to cope with the volume despite recent attempts to improve the situation. During severe weather, roads are flooded and drainage covers lifted, thus creating a traffic hazard.
· We note also the proposal itself recognises that Killinghall Water Treatment Works “has limited capacity for expansion”.
· The name Hamps derives from its Middle English title, "Hanespe" which derives from the British name, which means "summer dry", i.e. dry in summer - and therefore wet in winter!

11. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment

Quotes:

“109. The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by: protecting and enhancing valued landscapes

Commentary:

· HBC’s own evidence to the 1990 Appeal by Victor Homes to build 29 homes on this same site which states: “The Appeal sites are part of the countryside which surrounds Hampsthwaite and which is an important element in the character of the village. By distancing the built-up area of the village from the countryside, the development of the appeal sites will cause harm to the character of the village and its landscape setting.”
12. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

Quotes:

“126. local planning authorities should take into account . . . the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness"

Commentary:

· HBC’s own evidence to the 1990 Appeal by Victor Homes to build 29 homes on this same site which states: “The Appeal sites are part of the countryside which surrounds Hampsthwaite and which is an important element in the character of the village. By distancing the built-up area of the village from the countryside, the development of the appeal sites will cause harm to the character of the village and its landscape setting.”
Plan-making

Local Plans

Quote:

“155. Early and meaningful engagement and collaboration with neighbourhoods, local organisations and businesses is essential. A wide section of the community should be proactively engaged, so that Local Plans, as far as possible, reflect a collective vision and a set of agreed priorities for the sustainable development of the area, including those contained in any neighbourhood plans that have been made"

Commentary:
· Local people have made clear their objections to development on this scale and on this site for the past 30 years - most recently in the Parish Council Response to the LDF proposals in 2010 (see http://www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/get.html?_Action=GetFile&_Key=Data5795&_Id=582&_Wizard=0&_DontCache=1370437070&TinyMCE=1 ) and their own Housing Survey in November 2011 (see http://www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/get.html?_Action=GetFile&_Key=Data5811&_Id=582&_Wizard=0&_DontCache=1370588692&TinyMCE=1 )

· In Hampsthwaite's Village Plan of 2006, some 75% of respondents wanted no further building development: a 56-question survey was distributed to 441 households in the village during May 2006 and 258 questionnaires were returned. This was a 59% response rate, demonstrating a high level of interest in the survey – see www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/ParishPlan/planindex.html 
· It is clear from the views expressed at local public meetings in October 2011 and responses to our own subsequent Housing Survey in November 2011other than perhaps a maximum of 20 new homes in small scale scattered developments as has been the case up until now.

Using a proportionate evidence base

Housing

Quote:

“159. Local planning authorities should have a clear understanding of housing needs in their area"

Commentary:

· There is no proven need for this number of houses in Hampsthwaite since at present there are 22 for sale (plus others which are known about locally) and the Cruet Fold development alone has met our Affordable Housing need
Ensuring viability and deliverability

Quote:

“173. Plans should be deliverable”
Commentary:

· After 30 years of vigorous opposition to development on this scale and on this site it must be expected that residents of Hampsthwaite will continue to object in the strongest possible terms to any future planning application associated with this site.
· This may result in costly appeals which cannot be considered good use of tax payers money.
